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Urban  District  of  Esher 


Council  Offices, 
Esher. 

June,  1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1957,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  1/58. 

The  health  of  the  district  remains  good.  Once  again  there 
have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  and  it  is  now  more  than  1 1^  years 
since  the  last  case  occurred. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  tuberculosis  continues  to  improve, 
the  notification  rate,  0-32  per  1,000  population,  being  the  lowest 
on  record. 

The  most  important  step  in  the  prevention  of  poliomyelitis 
was  the  decision  by  the  Ministry  to  make  use  of  imported  Salk 
vaccine.  Parents  of  children  in  the  priority  groups  and  expectant 
mothers  were  asked  to  register  for  vaccination  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  response  was  very  good  indeed;  over  eighty  per 
cent. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  support  during  the  year  and  the  staff  for  their  co-opera- 
tion. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  B.  MORWOOD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,847 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid.  1957)  55,840 


Number  of  inhabited  houses — end 

of  1957 — according  to 

rate 

books 

17,917 

Rateable  Value 

...  £1, 

,177,865 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1957/1958 



... 

£4,828 

Extracts  from 

Vital  Statistics  : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

812 

430 

382 

Legitimate  

413 

372 

Illegitimate 

17 

10 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 14-5 
Corrected  birth  rate — 14-6. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Still  Births 

13 

8 

5 

Legitimate 

12 

7 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

—15-8. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Deaths 

554 

262 

292 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population 

—9-9. 

Corrected  death  rate — 9-6. 


Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  Total  (Live  & 
Still)  Births 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — — 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -59 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 22-9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegimate  live  births  1111 
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BIRTHS 

During  the  year  812  live  births  were  registered,  this  being  77  more 
than  last  year’s  total.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  was  14-6  compared 
with  the  rate  of  16-1  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  number,  27  or 
3-3%  were  illegitimate. 


DEATHS 

During  the  year  554  deaths  were  registered,  43  less  than  in  1956.  The 
death  rate  was  9-6  per  1,000  compared  with  the  rate  of  11-5  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  25-9  per  1,000  live  births  and 
compares  with  the  rate  of  23-0  for  England  and  Wales. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

Total 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

2 

— ■ 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— ■ 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

. — 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

. . . 

8 

6 

14 

11. 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

26 

8 

34 

12. 

„ „ breast 

— 

8 

8 

13. 

„ „ uterus 

— • 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

36 

34 

70 

15. 

Leuksemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

16. 

Diabetes  ...  

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

71 

94 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

46 

33 

79 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

8 

9 

17 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

24 

52 

76 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

9 

22 

22. 

Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

23. 

Pneumonia 

11 

9 

20 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhcea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27 

25 

52 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

5 

1 

6 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

8 

2 

10 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Total  262  292  554 


DEATHS— AGE  GROUPS 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1957 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Acute  Poliomyelitis.' — Four  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis 
occurred  during  the  year,  3 of  which  were  paralytic  and  1 non- 
paralytic. The  vaccination  campaign  against  this  disease  was 
intensified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — The  death  rate  from  this  disease  has  fallen 
from  0-36  per  1,000  population  in  1947  to  an  average  of  004 
during  the  past  three  years. 

The  notification  rate  of  tuberculosis  has  also  fallen  in  the 
past  few  years  to  the  figure  of  0-32  per  1,000  population  in  1957, 
the  lowest  on  record. 

These  figures  are  most  satisfactory  and  indicate  that  the 
preventive  measures  taken  against  this  disease  are  beginning  to 
prove  effective. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children  in  the  13  year  age 
group  was  continued  by  the  school  health  service. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1957 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Respiratory  Other 

Respiratory 

Other 

0 

1 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

M F. 

M.  F. 

5 

15 

25 

3 

1 

1 — — 

1 — — 

— — 

— — 

35 

45 

2 

2 

ill 

- ___ 

“ ' 

55  1 

65  upwards  2 

2 — 1 

1 1 

— — 

Total 

11 

7 — 1 

1 1 



Diphtheria. — No  cases  occurred  in  the  district  for  the  eleventh 
successive  year.  Six  hundred  and  seventy-one  children  were  im- 
munised against  the  disease  and  746  were  given  reinforcing  doses. 

Dysentery. — There  were  70  cases  of  dysentery  of  the  mild 
sonne  type,  chiefly  accounted  for  by  one  outbreak  in  an  infants’ 
school. 


Food  Poisoning. — There  were  eight  cases  of  food  poisoning, 
seven  of  these  being  due  to  two  outbreaks.  One  outbreak,  affect- 
ing four  people,  was  traced  to  boiled  ham  incorrectly  prepared  at 
home  and  infected  with  staphylococcus  aureus.  The  other  out- 
break, involving  three  people,  in  this  district  was  traced  to  ham 
bought  in  an  adjoining  district  and  incorrectly  prepared  by  the 
retailer;  this  ham  was  also  infected  by  staphylococcus  aureus.  The 
other  case  of  food  poisoning  was  also  due  to  staphylococcus  aureus. 

Measles. — ^There  were  801  cases;  five  of  these  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  Very  little  can  be  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this 
disease,  but  the  use  of  antibiotics  has  greatly  minimised  the  danger 
of  complications. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Thirteen  cases  occurred;  all  of  a very  mild 
nature.  One  case  was  removed  to  hospital,  the  other  12  being 
nursed  at  home. 

Whooping  Cough. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  81;  two 
of  these  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Six  hundred  and  forty-one 
children  were  immunised  against  the  disease  and  348  were  given 
reinforcing  doses. 

Vaccination. — Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried 
out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  636 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  204 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 
DURING  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

4 

6 

— 

19 

9 

4 

Acute  pneumonia 

25 

31 

18 

16 

14 

17 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

45 

— 

3 

5 

149 

70 

Erysipelas  ...  

20 

7 

6 

6 

4 

1 

Food  poisoning 

7 

2 

1 

1 

13 

8 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

194 

739 

213 

327 

81 

801 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

6 

21 

11 

7 

2 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

107 

45 

36 

14 

41 

13 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

55 

44 

32 

31 

32 

19 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  cough  ... 

84 

69 

45 

30 

32 

81 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  MONTHLY  DURING  1957 


Month 


x: 

a 

U 

c 

<u 


3 

o 

< 


(U 

E 

.2 

’o 

a 


3 

U 

< 


•es 

*c 

o 

E 

CJ 

C 

a 


3 

U 

< 


a 

<u 

t/5 

>> 

Q 


u 

a 

00 

& 


C 

’c 

o 

CO 

*3 

a 

*3 

O 

o 

Ui 


cd 

<u 


(U 

> 

<L> 


u> 

cd 

CJ 

C/D 


(U 

> 

(D 


.’2 

‘o 

a 


I ^ 

■h  S 

CO  cd 

o ^ 


o u 

3 s 3-s 

up  u ^ 


<L> 

X) 

3 

H 


0) 

X) 

3 

H 


x: 

3 

O 

CJ 

OX) 

c 

*a 

o 

o 

x: 


o 

h« 


January 



2 



2 





17 
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4 

28 

February  ... 

— 
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25 

— 

— 

87 

— — 

1 

— 

25 

120 

March 

— 

1 

— 

37 

— 

— 

77 

1 — 

3 
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22 

141 

April 

— 

— 
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— 
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89 

1 — 

6 
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26 

128 

May 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

219 

2 — 

— 
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21 

243 

June 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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154 

— — 

— 
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— 

15"" 

July 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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3 

130 

— — 
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136 

August 

— 
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— 

2 

28 

— — 
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36 

September  ... 

— 
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— 
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2 — 

— 

— 
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October 

— 
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— 
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— — 
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4 

November  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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6 — 

1 

— 

— 

10 

December  ... 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Total 

1 

4 

17 

70 

1 

8 

801 

13  1 

18 

1 

81 

1,016 
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SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  County  Schools  and  on 
the  rolls  at  31st  January,  1957.  was : — 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

No.  on  Roll 

Claygate  Junior  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Claygate  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Cobham  St.  Andiew’s  Junior  ...  ...  ...  297 

Cobham  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  313 

Downside  St.  Matthews  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

East  Molesey  Junior  Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Girls  ...  ...  ...  207 

East  Molesey,  The  Orchard  Infants  140 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Hinchley  Wood  Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  338 

Long  Ditton,  St.  Mary’s  ...  ...  234 

Long  Ditton  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Oxshott,  Royal  Kent  Primary  ...  ...  ...  133 

Thames  Ditton  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Thames  Ditton  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

West  Molesey,  Rivermede  Junior  ...  ...  ...  460 

West  Molesey,  Sunnymead  Infants  ...  ...  339 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Cobham,  St.  Andrew’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  336 

Hinchley  Wood  ...  ...  ...  1.056 

Esher,  Waynefiete  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Molesey  Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

Molesey  Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  261 


Tot.\l  ...  6,129 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ESHER 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  IMMUNISATION 

North-Central  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health 
Centre,  Grange  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Tel.;  Kingston  7261) 


CLAYGATE  ; Church  Rooms,  Church  Road  (not  on  telephone). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Mondays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 4th  Monday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


COBHAM  : Village  Hall,  Anyards  Road  (not  on  telephone). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 4th  Thursday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

FAST  MOLFSFY  : The  Clinic,  St.  Mary’s  Road  (Tel.:  Molesey  4220). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ..  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 1st  Wednesday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

FAST  MOLFSFY  : W.V.S.  Office,  144-150,  Walton  Road  (not  on  telephone). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays, 

2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 


FSHFR  : King  George’s  Hall.  High  Street 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . 

LONG  DITTON  : Parish  Hall.  Thorkhill 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 
Ante-Natal 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . 


:l.:  Fsher  4092). 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

3rd  Thursday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thursdays  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon.  2.15  p m 
to  4.30  p.m. 

Road  (Tel.:  Emberbrook  4495). 

Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

Fridays,  10.30  to  12  noon. 

2nd  Friday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


OXSHOTT  : Women’s  Institute,  Steels  Lane  (not  on  telephone). 

Health  Visitors’  weighing  and 

consultation  session  . . 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  10.30  a.m.  to 

12.30  p.m. 


WEST  MOLESEY  : Hurst  Cottage,  Walton 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 
General  Medical 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  , . 


Road,  (Tel.:  Molesey  2478). 

Fridays,  1.30  p.m. 

Monday  to  Friday,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.45  a.m. 
1st  Friday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Mondays,  10.45  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Mondays  to  Fridays  2.15  p.m.  to  4.45  p.m. 
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DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  IN  THE 


Area  Served 

ESHER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DISTRICT  NURSES 

Name,  Address,  Telephone  No. 

CLAYGATE : 

Mrs.  F,  M.  Hardy,  13,  Holroyd  Road,  Claygate  (Esher  3858). 

COBHAM  . 

♦Miss  R.  Wright,  9,  Wyndham  Avenue,  Cobham  (Cobhani  3264). 

♦Miss  M.  Owen,  116c,  Anyards  Road,  Cobham  (Cobham  3110). 

ESHER  : 

Miss  G.  P.  Preston-Thomas,  37,  Cranbrook  Drive,  Esher  (Emberbrook  4123) 
Miss  E.  S.  E.  Philipps,  ‘‘The  Cottage”,  Tlie  Green.  Esher  (Esher  4434). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  V.  Burke,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2535). 


Miss  B. 
Miss  E. 

Furber,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2535). 

Henbest,  22,  Queens  Road,  Thames  Ditton  (Molesey  2535). 

OXSHOTT : 

♦Miss  A. 

Clement,  “Cartref",  Danes  Hill,  Oxshott  (Oxshott  258). 

THE  DITTONS 

Mrs.  C. 

Bell,  10,  Brooklands  Road.  Thames  Ditton  (Emberbrook  4631). 

ESHER  : 

MIDWIVES 

Miss  H.  V.  Lloyd,  1,  Telegraph  Lane,  Claygate  (Esher  4840). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  Holdaway,  34,  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2597) 
♦ District  Nurse/ Midwife. 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher.  June,  1958. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year  1957. 

The  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
contained  in  a memorandum  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  as 
required  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935  and  1951. 

During  the  year  under  review  whilst  additional  work  resulting 
from  new  legislation  enforcible  by  the  Council  has  fallen  on  the 
Department,  both  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Administra- 
tive Staff  have  done  their  utmost  to  cope  with  the  added  responsi- 
bilities and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  the  normal  essential  work  of 
the  Department  operating  smoothly.  I look  forward  to  the  coming 
year  with  confidence. 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  of  complaints  received  at  these  offices  and 
attended  to  during  the  year  amounted  to  243  relative  to  the 


following  matters : — 

Absence  of  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Blocked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Damp  Walls,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Defective  Roofs,  Gutters,  etc 15 

Flooding  of  Gardens  and  Ditches  ...  ...  ...  14 

Insects,  Flies,  Beetles,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Need  for  Cleansing  Rooms.,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Non-removal  of  Rubbish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Nuisance  from  Animals  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  Smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Verminous  Conditions  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  Flooring 5 

Water  Supply  4 

Total  243 


In  addition,  9 Notices  were  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board,  stating  that  the  water  supply  had  been  withdrawn 
from  houses  for  various  reasons. 
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These  complaints  were  investigated  with  the  least  possible 

delay  and  dealt  with  as  required  by  circumstances. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  particulars  recorded  (Rent  Act, 

1957)  103 

Number  of  houses  and  prem.ises  inspected  ...  554 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  re-inspected  1,128 

Number  of  miscellaneous  visits  ...  249 

Number  of  visits  to  works  in  progress  92 

Number  of  visits  to  bakehouses  ...  21 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  (routine)  (re  means  of  escape  in  case 

of  fire)  20 

Number  of  visits  re  food  inspections  ...  ...  88 

Number  of  visits  re  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  visits  re  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  35 

Number  of  visits  re  disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  visits  re  drains  tested  with  smoke  or  water  31 

Visits  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  re  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling  197 

Visits  re  Water  Sampling  16 

Visits  to  Foodshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  742 

Visits  to  Piggeries  ...  ...  H 

Visits  re  Ice  Cream  ...  86 

Visits  re  Caravans  ...  1 

Visits  to  Outworkers’  premises  10 

Visits  re  Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Visits  re  conveniences  on  building  sites  ...  17 

Visits  re  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  31 

Visits  re  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  re  Storage  of  Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written)  112 

Informal  Notices  (verbal)  122 

Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances.  Section  93,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  17 

Abatement  Notice  as  to  overflowing  or  leaking  cesspool.  Section 

50,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  •••  1 

Formal  Notices  to  drain  buildings.  Section  39,  Public  Health 

Act,  1936  5 

Notices  before  Entry,  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  157  4 

Notice  to  occupier  of  Food  Premises  as  to  contravention  of  Food 

Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  32(1)  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS 

Repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  22 

Completely  relaid  5 

Additional  provided  5 

Gullies  fixed  or  repaired  6 

Cesspools  emptied  or  cleaned 13 

Curbing  around  gullies  repaired  2 

Intercepted  from  sewer  ...  ...  2 

Cesspools  abolished  and  house  drains  connected  to  sewer 32 

Stoppers  fixed  in  intercepting  traps  4 

MANHOLES 

New  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

VENTILATING  SHAFTS 

New  mica  flap  valves  fixed  4 

Mica  valves  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Rebuilt  4 

Additional  provided  1 

New  pans  fixed 14 

Pans  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  flushing  cisterns  fixed  5 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  12 

Seats  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Internal  walls  rendered  or  repaired 12 

Roofs  repaired  7 

Floor  repaired  or  relaid  1 

Ceiling  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Doors  repaired  4 

External  walls  rendered  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lighted  or  ventilated  5 

SINKS,  BATHS,  ETC. 

New  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Additional  provided  3 
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RAINWATER  PIPES 

Repaired  22 

New  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Storage  tanks  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  storage  tanks  fixed 2 

Water  reinstated  or  laid  on  ...  ...  9 

Service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ball  valve  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Draw  off  tap  provided  ...  ...  1 

Geyser  type  of  heater  fixed  ...  ...  15 

DUST  RECEPTACLES 

Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

DAMPNESS 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Eaves,  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Ventilation  provided  under  floors  ...  ...  2 

External  walls  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

External  walls  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

House  walls  treated  with  solution  ...  10 

Sills  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

PAVING,  ETC. 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yard  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

GENERAL  REPAIRS 

External  walls  repaired  ...  24 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Housefloors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  24 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  19 

Ranges,  coppers  or  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 12 

Internal  walls  repaired 138 
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Ceilings  provided  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  27 

Chimmney  stacks  and  chimney  pots  repaired  or  renewed 17 

Windows  made  to  open  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Skirtings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Reveals  to  doors  and  windows  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1957 

91 

Number  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  . 

9 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise  during  1957 

388 

Number  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  . 

250 

Number  of  dwellings  provided  by  conversions  during  1957 

15 

FOOD 

The  following  is 

a list  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat 

and  food  which  was 

surrendered  and  destroyed  as 

being  unfit  for 

human  consumption 

— 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Beef 

15 

Fish 

164 

Conserve 

6 

Ham 

13i 

Cooking  Fats  ... 

13i 

Mutton 

321 

Cooked  Meat  ... 

29i 

Pork 

96 

Crab  

10 

Tripe 

52 

Custard 

5i 

Total  : 3 cwts., 

3 qrs.,  18  lbs. 

TINNED,  BOTTLED  AND  OTHER 

FOOD 

Beans  ... 

2 tins 

Peas 

6 tins 

Fish  paste  ... 

7 tins 

Scampi 

40  pkts. 

Fruit  

55  tins 

Soup 

6 tins 

Fruit  Juice  ... 

10  tins 

Stewed  Steak 

3 tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

36  tins 

Tomato  Juice 

34  tins 

Milk  

9 tins 

Vegetables  ... 

5 tins 

Ox  Tongue 

3 jars 

There  were  six  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  this  urban  district. 


24 


FOOD  TRADE  PREMISES 

These  premises  continue  to  be  inspected  and  the  number  of 
food  premises  in  the  Urban  District  classified  under  wards  is 
as  follows  ; — 
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Bakers 

3 

6 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

4 

5 

24 

Butchers 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

9 

6 

30 

Confectioners 

4 

14 

2 

3 

8 

3 

— 

15 

9 

58 

Fishmongers  ... 

1 

7 

1 

1 

3 

— 

2 

6 

3 

24 

Greengrocers 

5 

9 

2 

3 

5 

2 

— 

14 

7 

47 

Grocers 

14 

21 

9 

12 

15 

4 

20 

16 

113 

Hotels  and  Public 

Houses  ... 

5 

14 

5 

4 

11 

1 

2 

7 

11 

60 

Restaurants,  Cafes 

etc.. 

2 

9 

2 

5 

40 

1 

2 

14 

7 

82 

Schools 

7 

8 

1 

— 

3 

1 

4 

8 

2 

34 

Works  Canteens 

2 

5 

1 

8 

5 

1 

— 

— 

7 

29 

Totals 

45 

96 

25 

39 

96 

17 

13 

97 

73 

501 

During  the  year  742  visits  were  made  to  the  above  food 
premises. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

The  survey  in  respect  of  food  premises  continues.  Many  of 
the  food  traders  complied  with  the  full  requirements  of  the 
Regulations  very  readily,  but  others  proved  more  difficult.  One 
item  of  contention  appears  to  be  the  provision  of  washhand 
basins  together  with  hot  and  cold  water;  the  question  of  the  wash- 
hand  basin  being  conveniently  accessible  is  also  an  important  part 
in  the  Regulations. 

In  certain  instances  notices  were  served  after  items  in  con- 
travention of  the  Regulations  were  found  deficient,  inadequate,  or 
defective  and  had  been  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
In  one  case  only  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceed- 
ings. The  defendant  was  ordered  to  carry  out  the  work  and  costs 
were  awarded  to  the  Council. 

During  the  year  two  cafes  were  closed  down.  In  one  case  it 
was  found  impossible  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions owing  to  the  size  and  situation  of  the  building.  In  the  case 
of  the  other  the  occupier  decided  to  close  down  because  of  the 
amount  of  work  that  would  have  to  be  done  to  bring  the  premises 
up  to  the  required  standard. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

During  the  year  164  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  This  number  of  samples  is 
an  average  of  3-01  samples  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
Of  the  samples  submitted  5 were  reported  upon  adversely  and  this 
represents  3 04  per  cent  of  the  total  number. 

Formal  Informal 

Almonds  - ground  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Beer  - bitter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

Beer  - mild  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Biscuits  - shortcakes  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Biscuits  - chocolate  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Bisurated  Magnesia  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Blackcurrant  juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Boracic  Acid  Powder  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Brawn  - homemade  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Butter  13  — 

Cake  mixtures  — 1 

Celery  salt  ...  ...  — 1 

Cheese  - Demi-sel  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Chee.se  Spread  - Primula — 1 

Cheese  Spread  - with  ham  and  onion  ...  — 1 

Chicken  - minced  — 1 

Cod  roe  - smoked ...  — 1 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

Coffee  and  Chicory  mixture  — 1 

Confectionery  - flour  — 9 

Confectionery  - sugar  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Conserve  - jam  — 1 

Cordial  — 2 

Cough  syrup  — 1 

Cream  of  Tartar  — 1 

Cream  - double  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Cream  - tinned  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Curry  Powder  — 2 

Crab  - dressed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Creamola  — 1 

Farex  — 1 

Fish  cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Fish  steaks  1 — 

Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Fruit  - mixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Fynnon  Salt  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Glycerine  & Blackcurrant  pastilles  ...  — 3 

Gherkins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Honey  - pine  — 2 


26 


Formal  Informal 

Horseradish  relish  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Jelly  - pineapple,  table  — 2 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 — 

Luncheon  meat  - pork  ..  ...  ...  2 — 

Lung  tonic  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Meat  pies  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Milk  38  3 

Milk  - Channel  Island  ...  ...  ...  5 — 

Mincemeat  ...  ...  — 1 

Nutmeg  ...  ...  — 1 

Orange  Squash  — 1 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Peas  - garden,  tinned  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Pepper  - white  ...  ...  — 1 

Pie  filling  - orange  ...  ...  — 1 

Pie  filling  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Salt  - iodised  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Sauce  - fruit  ...  ...  — 1 

Sausage  - beef  ...  ...  2 — 

Sausage  - pork  11  — 

Sausage  meat  - pork  2 — 

Savoury  duck  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Shortcakes  — 1 

Soup  - Oxtail  ...  ...  — 1 

Soup  - cauliflower  - sweetened  ...  ...  — 1 

Sponge  mixture  ...  ...  — 1 

Stout  - Dairymaid  ...  ...  1 — 

Tea  — 1 

Tomato  paste  ...  ...  — 1 

Travel  sickness  tablets  ...  — 1 

Veal,  ham  and  egg  pie  ...  1 — 

Vinegar  - distilled  malt  ...  2 — 

Whisky  1 — 

Totals  93  71 

Not  Genuine  ...  5 Total  ...  164 


Genuine  ...  159 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  — Section  16  and  18 

There  are  178  premises  registered  under  the  above  Section 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  preserved  meats  etc. 


ICE  CREAM 

Registrations  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  have  been  of  premises 
equipped  with  automatic  cabinet  refrigerators  for  wrapped  ice- 
cream. The  old-fashioned  ice  cream  tub  which  exposed  the  con- 
tents and  was  at  one  time  often  seen  in  shops  has  now  disappeared. 

During  the  year  fifty-one  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  (Methylene  Blue  Test).  The  results  being  as 
follows  : — 

Rate  % of  the 

Provisional  No.  of  total  number  of 

grade  samples  samples  taken. 


1 

38 

74-50 

2 

11 

21-58 

3 

2 

3-92 

4 

— 

0-00 

For  comparison 

the  years 

1955  and  1956 

are  given 

below  : — 

1955 

1956 

Provisional 

No.  of 

Provisional 

No.  of 

grade 

samples 

Rate  % 

grade 

samples 

Rate  % 

1 

33 

78-57 

1 

31 

68-88 

2 

3 

07-15 

2 

7 

15-56 

3 

4 

09-52 

3 

7 

15-56 

4 

2 

04-76 

4 

— 

00-00 

Grade  1 and  2 samples  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 


MILK  SAMPLING 

Forty  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bio- 
logical examination  and  115  for  the  phosphatase  test. 

♦(This  figure  includes  28  samples  taken  from  various  schools  in  the  District). 

These  samples  are  obtained  to  check  the  purity  of  the  milk. 
The  milk  for  biological  examination  is  taken  raw  direct  from  the 
farms  — that  for  the  phosphatase  test  being  pasteurised. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  all  cases  the  reports  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


29 


The  question  of  quality  in  relation  to  milk  is  dealt  with  under 
the  section  dealing  with  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949—1954 


Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  11 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being 

Dairy  Farms) 6 


Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised)  Regulations,  1949 — 1954,  have  been  issued  as 


follows  : — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Sterilised”  Milk  ...  ...  14 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk  ...  ...  15 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Sterilised”  Milk  ...  8 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk  ...  9 


Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949,  have  been  issued  as  follows  — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  ...  16 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 

Milk  9 


HOUSING 

The  advent  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  has  tended  to  overshadow 
the  normal  housing  work  carried  out  in  the  department  but  repair 
work  has  been  instituted  by  service  of  notices  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  at  a considerable  number  of  dwellings. 

Several  properties  have  been  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders, 
these  houses  having  been  declared  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Unfortunately  a number  of  people  are  still  living  in  these  premises 
because  other  accommodation  has  not  been  found  for  them. 

A problem  in  the  past  was  created  by  very  large  houses  and 
mansions  falling  into  disrepair  and  decay.  Now  that  such  premises 
are  being  renovated  and  turned  into  flats,  a different  problem  may 
arise  in  the  future.  When  flats  in  buildings  of  this  kind  are  sold 
to  different  owners,  unless  agreements  of  a very  comprehensive 
nature  are  made,  many  legislative  problems  in  relation  to  respon- 
sibility for  repairs  are  likely  to  occur.  Human  standards  vary  very 
much  and  are  influenced  by  many  factors.  Such  standards,  applied 
separately,  in  relation  to  the  repair  of  the  fabric  of  such  a building, 
its  drainage,  and  external  decoration,  may  well  provide  disagree- 
ment to  test  the  most  tactful  official  or  sympathetic  Council,  and 
perhaps  the  Courts  in  the  future. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 
Housing  Acts,  1936,  1949  and  1957 

Nos.  3,  4 and  7 City  Place,  Portsmouth  Road,  Thames 
Ditton; 

“Rose  Cottage”,  Tartar  Hill,  Cobham; 

“White  Cottage”,  Walton  Road,  West  Molesey; 

were  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses,  and  scheduled  for 
demolition. 

During  the  year  “White  Cottage”,  Walton  Road,  West  Mole- 
sey, and  “Trixie”,  Palace  Estate,  Thames  Ditton,  were  demolished. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  6th  July,  1957. 

It  is  now  fairly  well  known  that  the  Rent  Act  is  largely  a 
matter  between  landlord  and  tenant,  the  Council  acting  as 
arbitrator  when  necessary. 

The  initial  inspection  under  the  Act  is  made  by  the  tenant 
when  he  draws  up  a list  of  defects.  It  has  been  found  that  this 
list  may  be  grossly  over-detailed  in  composition  or  be  hopelessly 
inadequate.  The  Council  become  concerned  only  if  the  landlord 
does  not  do  the  work  entered  on  the  tenant’s  list.  The  tenant  may 
then  apply  to  the  Council  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  the  Act  does  not  permit  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  make  his  own  schedule  of  defects  when  an 
application  is  made.  The  tenant’s  list  must  be  followed  and  inter- 
preted to  the  best  of  the  Inspector’s  ability. 

When  serious  nuisances  are  found  whether  included  on  the 
tenant’s  list  or  not,  and  urgent  attention  is  required,  a Notice  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  is  sent  to  the  landlord  of  the  house  con- 
cerned. 

Work  in  the  department  in  connection  with  the  Act  has  been 
considerable,  but  no  doubt  more  applications  would  have  been 
received  if  the  Act  had  been  a less  complex  piece  of  legislation 
and  more  easily  understood  by  the  occupiers  of  rented  houses. 

I give  on  the  next  page  certain  statistics  with  regard  to  the 
above  Act. 
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FIRST  SCHEDULE 

Part  1. — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  57 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  57 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  44 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  para- 

graph 5 of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  32 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule nil 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


Part  2. — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancella- 


tion of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants 

objection  nil 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 1 


PETROLEUM 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  licensing  of  premises  in 
which  petroleum  spirit  or  petroleum  mixtures  are  stored. 

The  Public  Health  Department  carries  out  the  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  issue  of  these  licences,  which  are  granted  subject  to 
the  premises  complying  with  the  safety  precautions  required.  This 
is  not  normal  Public  Health  work,  but  possible  danger  to  life 
and  health  is  involved;  and  compliance  with  the  regulations  is  a 
safeguard  against  fire  or  explosion. 

The  actual  amount  of  petroleum  spirit  under  licence  for  the 
year  under  review  was  145,546  gallons  and  3,460  gallons  of 
petroleum  mixtures.  The  storage  of  Calcium  Carbide  is  governed 
by  separate  regulations  and  a total  of  21  cwt.  was  stored  in  the 
district. 

Because  of  fatal  accidents  at  petroleum  installations  in  other 
parts  of  Britain  the  Government  introduced  new  legislation  in  the 
form  of  the  Petroleum  - Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  Regulations, 
1957  which  were  promulgated  on  1st  July,  1957. 

All  the  licensed  installations  or  stores  within  the  Urban 
District  of  Esher  were  inspected  during  1957;  these  numbered  92 
compared  with  78  in  1947.  This  involved  a considerable  amount 
of  work  in  the  department,  as  a number  of  conditions  found  re- 
quired remedial  or  additional  measures  to  be  taken  to  safeguard 
persons  employed,  and  the  general  public. 
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DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  after  certain  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 
carried  out  as  necessary. 

The  quantity  of  clothing  fumigated  before  being  sent  abroad 
continues,  this  is  carried  out  on  behalf  of  residents  to  satisfy  Postal 
Regulations,  and  is  done  free  of  charge. 

DISINFESTATION 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  regarding  the 
presence  of  various  insect  pests  in  dwelling-houses.  These  were 
identified  and  the  appropriate  treatment  carried  out  or  advice 
given  for  their  eradication. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  make  visits  to  give  warn- 
ing to  a number  of  traders  in  connection  with  Sunday  trading  and 
other  irregularities. 

Nine  complaints  were  received  as  to  contravention  of  the 
Act  as  follows  — 

Selling  goods  on  a Sunday  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
Other  irregularities  ...  ...  ...  8 

Each  complaint  was  investigated  and  the  matter  rectified. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Pests  Officer  continues  to  carry  out  his  useful  work  in 
the  district.  The  majority  of  the  infestations  were  of  a minor  type 
and  were  found  in  various  parts  of  the  area. 

The  routine  testing  of  public  sewers  was  resumed  during  1957 
and  negative  results  found. 

The  contract  with  the  Education  Authority  for  School  Can- 
teens,to  be  treated  for  fly  and  other  insect  infestations  and  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  continued  during  the  year. 

Agreements  with  Owners  of  business  premises  continues  and 
appears  to  be  working  very  satisfactorily. 

The  importance  of  protecting  food  supplies  from  rodents  can- 
not be  too  strongly  emphasised.  Apart  from  the  loss  of  food  con- 
taminated by  these  pests  there  is  also  the  danger  of  disease  which 
may  follow  its  consumption. 

Rats  and  mice  can  harbour  bacteria  which,  when  transmitted 
to  man,  can  cause  food  poisoning. 

Statistical  details  of  the  service  relating  to  properties  during 
1957  are  set  out  on  the  next  page. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

This  Act  comes  fully  into  operation  on  the  1st  June,  1958. 
It  deals  with  the  emission  of  dark  smoke,  smoke  control  areas, 
and  the  approval  by  local  authorities  of  new  furnaces. 

The  majority  of  works  in  this  urban  district  are  of  a light 
industrial  type;  many  use  oil  fired  plants  which  are  kept  under 
observation,  and  no  serious  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  regard 
to  these  during  the  past  year. 

FACTORIES 

The  number  of  visits  made  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and 
1948,  was  72  as  follows  : — 

21  to  Bakehouses. 

34  to  other  Factory  premises. 

17  to  other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced. 

Seventeen  bakehouses  have  mechanical  power  and  seven  are 
without  mechanical  power.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  with  mechanical  power 
is  204. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  without  mechanical 
power  is  48. 

The  number  of  workplaces  is  40. 

The  number  of  Certificates  issued  as  to  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire,  as  provided  by  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
was  five. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  in  this  urban  district  where  flock  is 
manufactured.  There  are  only  three  premises  where  rag  flock  or 
other  filling  materials  are  stored  for  use  in  connection  with  the 
business  of  upholstery,  and  these  premises  are  registered. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Pet  Animals. 

The  prescribed  fee  for  a licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  is  10/-. 

Three  applications  were  received:  one  from  Cobham.  one 
from  East  Molesey,  and  one  from  Esher,  and  in  each  instance  the 
Council  decided,  after  an  inspection  and  report,  to  grant  a licence. 
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RAINFALL 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  district  during  1957,  taken  at 
the  Sewage  Purification  Works,  Esher. 


January  

1-44  ins. 

August 

2-92  ins. 

February  

2-91  „ 

September 

2-58  „ 

March  

0-88  „ 

October 

1-48  „ 

April  

0-21  „ 

November 

2-32  „ 

May  

1-24  „ 

December 

1-76  „ 

June  

1-23  „ 

— 

July  

3-19  „ 

Total  22- 16  ins. 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  this  is  a 
decrease  of  T20  inches. 

Average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  five  years:  21-89  inches. 


In  concluding  my  first  Annual  Report  mention  must  be  made 
of  the  retirement  during  the  year  of  Mr.  R.  F.  Wheeler  (Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector)  after  27  years  service  with  this  Council. 
His  genial  manner  and  never  failing  readiness  to  help  endeared 
him  to  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

Consequent  upon  Mr.  Wheeler’s  retirement  Mr.  F.  L.  Barker 
was  promoted  Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector.  Mr.  C.  F. 
Packham,  Public  Health  Inspector  with  the  Worthing  Rural 
District  Council  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  Mr.  Packham  commenced  his  Local  Government 
career  with  this  Authority  as  a Junior  Clerk  in  1938. 

Finally  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co- 
operation accorded  to  me  by  Dr.  Morwood  and  of  the  loyal  support 
given  to  me  by  the  other  members  of  the  staff  in  the  department. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  C.  ARMSTRONG, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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